
Remodeling or renovating existing buildings? 
Avoid Severe Penalties!  
Pre-1978 Building Renovations Subject to New EPA Ruling 
 
 
To reduce childhood lead poisoning and provide safer work environments, the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has implemented sweeping regulation that will 
mandate worker and workplace compliance in buildings subject to renovation or 
remodel. The Lead-safe Renovation, Repair, and Painting (RRP) program will require 
that all contractors

 

 and others that disturb lead paint as part of their work in pre-1978 
homes, schools, and other buildings be EPA-certified. Those that become certified will be 
able to work in clean environment as well as advertise they are certified by EPA under 
this program.  

• Beginning in April 2010, firms working in pre-1978 homes and other buildings 
will need to be certified, and employees will also need to be Certified Renovators. 
The employee will be responsible for training other employees and overseeing 
work practices and cleaning. The training curriculum for certification will be an 
eight-hour class with two hours of hands-on training.  

 
New Rules include: 

• Distributing EPA’s Renovate Right brochure to the homeowner and having them 
sign the pre-renovation form in the booklet. Before the work starts. 

•  Certified Renovators will be required to post warning signs outside the work area 
and supervise setting up containment to prevent spreading dust.  

• Specific containment procedures for both interior and exterior projects. 
• Prohibition of certain work. 
• Specific cleaning and waste disposal procedures and much more. 

 
This certification is mandatory for all contractors that meet the federal 
criteria!  Failure to complete training by the April deadline could result 
in a $37,000 per day fine! 
 
For More Information call Sue Frias at BIA (949)553-9500 or sfrias@biasc.org  
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