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The recent change in section 711.4 of the Fish and Game Code introduced the term, "no 
effect."  This term comes into play only for projects subject to California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA).  Attached is a letter to lead agencies/county clerks that clarifies 
when and how it applies.  The “no effect” standard is more stringent than the “de 
minimis” standard that CEQA Lead Agencies previously applied to projects they 
determined were exempt from having to pay the CEQA filing fees.  Note that the "no 
effect" standard is not limited to sensitive fish and wildlife species; it encompasses all 
fish and wildlife species. 
 
A determination that a project is categorically or statutorily exempt from CEQA does not 
need Department of Fish and Game's review or concurrence.  The CEQA lead agency 
has full discretion to make that determination, and if that determination is made, no 
CEQA Fish and Game fees need to be filed.   
 
Projects submitted for zoning actions must be accompanied by a check made out to the 
Orange County Clerk-Recorder in the amount of $2,043.00 for Negative Declarations 
and County processing fees and $2,818.25 for Environmental Impact Reports for Fish 
and Game filing fees and County processing fees.  Applicants who feel their project 
should be exempt from these fish and game fees may file a request for exemption with 
the Department of Fish and Game.  However, a check must still be submitted to the City 
at the time of application.  If a signed exemption is presented to the City prior to public 
hearing, the check will be returned. 
 
Attached is the "no effect" form (i.e., fee exemption form) developed by the Department 
of Fish and Game.  The top portion of the form (“Applicant Name” through “Brief Project 
Description”) must be filled out and returned with the project description along with an 
aerial image or photographs of the site (if applicable) by email 
(lnewtonreed@dfg.ca.gov) or regular mail (4949 Viewridge Ave., San Diego, CA  
92123).  If the Department determines that the project will have no effect on fish and 
wildlife, the "no effect" form will be signed by the Department and should be filed with the 
County Clerk in lieu of the fee, when filing the Project NOD.  Applicants must submit the 
signed “no effect” form to the Planning Services Division prior to the public hearing in 
order for the City to return the submitted check. 
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CEQA Filing Fee No Effect Determination Form 
 

Applicant Name:    Date Submitted:  
 
Applicant Address: 
 
 
Project Name: 
 
CEQA Lead Agency: 
CEQA Document Type: (ND, MND, EIR)  
SCH Number and/or local agency ID number: 
 
Project Location: 
 
Brief Project Description: 
 
 
 
 
Determination:  Based on a review of the Project as proposed, the Department of Fish and 
Game has determined that for purposes of the assessment of CEQA filing fees [F&G Code 
711.4(c)] the project has no potential effect on fish, wildlife and habitat and the project as 
described does not require payment of a CEQA filing fee. This determination does not in any way 
imply that the project is exempt from CEQA and does not determine the significance of any 
potential project effects evaluated pursuant to CEQA. 
 
Please retain this original determination for your records; you are required to file a copy of this 
determination with the County Clerk after your project is approved and at the time of filing of the 
CEQA lead agency’s Notice of Determination (NOD).  If you do not file a copy of this 
determination with the County Clerk at the time of filing of the NOD, the appropriate CEQA filing 
fee will be due and payable.   
 
Without a valid No Effect Determination Form or proof of fee payment, the project will not be 
operative, vested, or final and any local permits issued for the project will be invalid, pursuant to 
Fish and Game Code Section 711.4(c)(3). 
 
 
DFG Approval By:                                                             ___           Date:  __________ 
 
Title: ________________________________________________                           
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