13th MEU Injured Marines BLT 1/1, CLB-13

-----Original Message-----

From: Vaughn CIV Bryan T [mailto:bryan.vaughn@usmc.mil]

Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2009 12:00 PM

To: Andersen CIV Rick L; Anderson MSgt Maurice L; Holly Dorlon RADBN; Tena CIV Raul H

Subject: 13th MEU Injured Marines BLT 1/1, CLB-13

Families,

        I'm sure some of you have heard from your Marines and Sailors aboard the USS Boxer about our Training Incidents that occured in Djibouti.  Our hearts and prayers go out to our Battalion Landing Team, and Combat Logistics Battalion Marines, Sailors and families.  The details and notification of this incident had to remain protected until the families of the injured Marines, and Sailor were notified.  Once again, having updated and accurate information proved to be the hallmark in the expedited notification of the immediate family members of the training incident, and injuries of their Marine and Sailor.  Having update phone numbers, address, and e-mail played a huge part in notifying the family members in a timely manner.  I thank you for continuing to update your Family Readiness Officers with changes as they occur.  We will keep our injured in our prayers over the next few weeks and pray for their speedy recovery, along with the continued strength for their family members.  The Commanding Officer of the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit send the follow message to the families of the 13th MEU:

Mr. Bryan T. Vaughn

Family Readiness Officer

13th Marine Expeditionary Unit

Camp Pendleton Ca 92055-5363

Cell: (760) 468-8171

WK: (760) 725-2739

E-Mail: bryan.vaughn@usmc.mil
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------

Col David Coffman

Commanding Officer 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit,

        Many of you are aware of the training accidents we had yesterday, 25 May, in Djibouti.  The first incident was apparently an explosion of a 60mm mortar tube during B/1/1 live fire training. Two Bravo Company Marines were injured. One Lance Corporal was not seriously injured and has already returned to his unit. The second Lance Corporal was hit hard with shrapnel to his neck and throat and torso. His Personal Protective Equipment and our corpsmen on scene probably saved his life, he was evacuated by helo to the Expeditionary Medical Facility in Djibouti, underwent surgery there and is in stable condition. He is on his way tonite 26 May via MEDEVAC airplane from Djibouti to Landstuhl Germany and will eventually end up back in CONUS for further treatment. I expect he will make a full recovery.

One of our field ambulances ashore responded to the mortar accident, but unfortunately ended up in a single vehicle wreck, injuring two. One senior Corpsman from BLT 1/1 suffered a compound fracture of an arm and got banged up a little elsewhere. He was CASEVACed and treated in Djibouti, is also on his way to Landstuhl, and will make a full recovery.

Most seriously, a Sgt Military Policeman from CLB-13 sustained severe head trauma. His condition is not good. He is stable, in an induced coma to protect from further damage, and aboard the same MEDEVAC flight on his way to Landstuhl and quality NeuroSurgeon care.

The families of all of these injured have been notified.

Having made my own lap through our medical evacuation system a few years ago, I am certain our great joint medical team will provide the best of care to them in the days and weeks ahead. I am also certain that the Navy and Marine Corps family, and particularly Boxer ARG and 13th MEU will provide overwhelming support to these injured warriors and their families as they face the life-changing challenges of serious injury.

These two back-to-back incidents yesterday are the worst accidents in terms of severe injuries that we have had on this deployment. They are a reminder that we work in a life and death business that demands absolute professionalism and focus at all times and in all tasks, and sometimes charges us in blood for our commitment.

I am sure your thoughts and prayers are with these warriors and their families, as are mine. I will keep you posted on their progress.

Col D.W.Coffman
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