LANDSCAPE WATER
EFFICIENCY ORDINANCE
New guidelines for planning and completing landscape projects in Anaheim
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In Southern California,
more than half of our urban water supply is used to irrigate landscapes, and one of the best
ways to conserve our limited supplies is to make them more water efficient.
Per Governor Brown’s Executive Order (B-29-15) and the State law (Assembly Bill 1881),
the State Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance was revised to enhance water
efficiency standards for new and retrofitted landscapes. Landscapes must utilize more
efficient irrigation systems and limit landscaped areas planted with high water use plants
and/or turf. Local agencies were required to adopt a water efficient landscape ordinance by
February 1, 2016. In response, on January 26, 2016, the Anaheim City Council adopted
a Landscape Water Efficiency Ordinance as the new Chapter 10.19 of the Anaheim
Municipal Code.
We have prepared this brochure to summarize the new Landscape Water Efficiency
Ordinance (Ordinance) and Landscape Water Efficiency Guidelines (Guidelines)
requirements for planning and completing qualifying landscape projects throughout the
City.
In addition, the corresponding Anaheim Guidelines provide landscape design parameters
and specifications for homeowners, landscape professionals, developers, and contractors to
incorporate in the landscape projects.

Applicability
The new Ordinance and Guidelines apply to all of the following landscaping
projects:
• New homeowner installed or hired landscapes greater than or equal to 500 square
feet
• New and rehabilitated public agency, private development, and developer installed
single and multi family landscape projects that are 2,500 square feet or larger

Exemptions
The new Ordinance and Guidelines do not apply to the following landscaping
projects:
•
•
•
•
•

Projects that do not require a building or landscape permit, plan check, or design review
Registered historic sites
Public botanical gardens and arboretums
Ecological restoration projects that do not require a permanent irrigation system
Mined-land reclamation projects that do not require a permanent irrigation system

Requirements
The following submittal requirements apply to all applicable landscape projects.
Requirements are summarized below:
1. Elements of Landscape Documentation Package
For each applicable landscape project, applicant must submit a Landscape Documentation
Package. The submittal package must include the following:
a) Project Description – a summary of the project, description of the property (square footage).
b) Water Efficient Landscape Worksheet (Appendix C of the Guidelines) – a report
of the analysis and calculations for establishing an Estimated Annual Water Use
(EAWU) budget that shall not exceed the Maximum Applied Water Allowance (MAWA).
c) Soil Management Plan – to be submitted, as appropriate, to encourage healthy plant
growth and to prevent excessive erosion and runoff.
d) Landscape Design Plan – identifies plant use and groupings, provisions for water
conservation technologies, and use of recycled water, if any.
e) Irrigation Design Plan – incorporates efficient irrigation system design into the
landscape plan, to prevent overspray and runoff.
f ) Grading Plan – to be submitted, as appropriate, to minimize or eliminate soil erosions,
runoff, and water waste.
2. Certificate of Landscape Design
Upon completion of the Landscape Documentation package, the Certificate of
Landscape Design (Appendix B) must be signed by a landscape professional to certify
that the project complies with Anaheim’s Ordinance. The applicant must submit these
documents to the Planning Department prior to beginning construction.
3. Certificate of Completion
Once construction has been completed, the applicant must submit the Certificate of
Completion (Appendix D), signed by a landscape professional. The submission of this
certificate will finalize the project compliance process, and any required permits or project
final approvals will then be issued.
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Customer Assistance
You can request a copy of the Guidelines at the following City
Hall (200 S. Anaheim Blvd., 1st Floor) customer counters:
•
•
•
•
Training Lantana

Planning
Building
Public Works
Water Engineering (Anaheim West Tower, 201 S. Anaheim
Blvd., 6th Floor)
You can also download an electronic copy of the Guidelines
by visiting anaheim.net/savewater and clicking on
Anaheim Landscape Requirements.
If you have questions, please contact the Planning
Department at 714.765.5139.
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Resources to help applicants design and maintain waterefficient landscapes (plant lists, water calculators, weather data,
etc.) are available by visiting anaheim.net/savewater. For
more information about our water conservation programs
and incentives, please contact our Water Efficiency Programs
Manager, at 714.765.5029.
For assistance in selecting a landscape professional, visit the
California Landscape Architects Technical Committee website,
at www.latc.ca.gov/consumers/selecting.shtml.
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