A new way to buy: fireworks sales begin June 28

There’s a new way to stock up on sparklers and smoke balls for your Fourth of July
celebration this year.
Schools and nonprofit groups will host 16 stands across the city selling “Safe and Sane”
fireworks to earn money for their community programs. Fireworks sales will begin at
noon on June 28 and go until 9 p.m. on July 4.
Selected groups are still finalizing their stand locations and details. Check in
at Anaheim.net/Fireworks for stand locations and the latest updates.

Celebrating with sparklers at home can be tons of fun, but we also want to make sure
we keep everyone safe.
Remember, real fireworks are still illegal in Anaheim. Using them is not only dangerous
but it could also earn you fines of up to $3,000.
What’s the difference? Safe and Sane fireworks are small and tame. They won’t
explode or fly into the air.
You can only use your Safe and Sane fireworks on the actual holiday, between 10 a.m.
and 10 p.m. on July 4.
And remember: all fireworks, even Safe and Sane ones, are not allowed in east
Anaheim, east of the Costa Mesa (55) Freeway and south of the Riverside (91)
Freeway due to fire concerns.
You can help do the Fourth right by reporting illegal fireworks use or sales to police at
(714) 765-1900.
Find more about fireworks safety and regulations at Anaheim.net/Fireworks.
Celebrate the Fourth carefree at the Anaheim Hills 4th of July Celebration at Peralta
Park.
Festivities include a 5K and 10K race, dog show, pancake breakfast, parade, live music
and food booths. The fireworks show begins at 9 p.m.
For more on the event, visit AnaheimHillsCommunityCouncil.org.

Homeless shelter opens in Anaheim

Orange County’s first year-round homeless shelter opened in Anaheim in May as part of
the city’s comprehensive approach to addressing homelessness.
Bridges at Kraemer Place, a 24,390-square-foot facility alongside the Riverside (91)
Freeway in the Anaheim Canyon, provides 100 beds for those looking for help getting
off the street.
By summer 2018, another 100 beds will be added, along with additional resources and
services.
Bridges at Kraemer Place is a transitional facility. It is designed for stays of 30 days or
less and as a bridge to permanent housing.
Access to the shelter is by referral from government agencies and nonprofits that work
with the homeless. As host city, Anaheim has priority access for homeless in our city.
Mercy House Living Centers, a Santa Ana-based nonprofit, operates the shelter and is
a partner in Anaheim’s addressing homelessness initiative.
Anaheim’s City Council provided $500,000 in funding for the shelter. The Anaheim
Police Department has worked closely with Mercy House and area businesses and
residents on a security plan that ensures Bridges at Kraemer Place will be a good
neighbor.
Working with our nonprofit partner City Net of Long Beach, Anaheim has helped nearly
700 people get off the streets and into housing since early 2014.
For more on Anaheim’s efforts to address homelessness, visit Anaheim.net/homeless.

Coyotes: be part of the solution

Anaheim has adopted a management plan to address coyotes in our neighborhoods.
The plan relies heavily on the only proven, long-term approach to managing coyotes:
deterrence.
The plan allows for professional trapping as a last resort. That’s because trapping is, at
best, a short-term answer. Coyotes captured one season are replaced by others the
next.
Our hearts go out to all who have lost a pet. That’s why it’s important for us to focus on
a long-term response that makes our neighborhoods unwelcoming to coyotes.
Coyotes are drawn to Anaheim for easy food. Trash cans and outdoor pet food are
issues, though not because coyotes necessarily feed on them. Trash and pet food
attract the smaller animals that coyotes naturally prey on.
Deterring coyotes starts at home. Cover trash and remove outdoor pet food. Supervise
pets outside or consider coyote-safe pet enclosures. It’s a lot to ask, but it’s better than
losing a pet to a coyote.
And don’t feed wildlife near your home. With some exceptions for feral cats, it’s illegal to
do so in Anaheim and it merely encourages prey for coyotes.
Should you encounter a coyote, first ensure your safety and that of your pet. Stand tall,
face the coyote and back away. Yell, make noise or throw something near -- not at -the animal.

Whenever possible, experts recommend “hazing” coyotes: yelling, stomping, throwing
near or otherwise intimidating the animal to build a fear of people. The No. 1 issue with
coyotes in Anaheim is animals that have lost their fear of us.
Never try to trap or shoot a coyote. Doing so can bring serious injury and legal
consequences.
Should you find yourself in immediate danger, dial 911.
Anaheim’s plan calls for trapping in severe cases. The city will use a contracted trapper
and provide support. Under state law, any trapped coyotes have to be euthanized.
For more on Anaheim’s plan and how to deal with coyotes, please
see Anaheim.net/coyotes.

Endless summer fun in Anaheim

Summer’s almost here, and that means fun outdoors and under the stars.
From Twila Reid Park in the west to Ronald Reagan Park in the east, there will be
plenty of events across Anaheim this summer.
And there’s something for everyone: family fun, live music and outdoor movies. Many
are free!

Returning to Pearson Park in September is The Fab Four, one of the longest-running
and best regarded Beatles tribute bands.
The Fab Four’s show takes on added significance this year as Beatles fans celebrate
the 50th anniversary of “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band” and the summer of
love.
For families, The World Famous Buster Balloon Show in July features comedy, magic
and lots of balloons.
The annual Concerts in the Canyon series at Ronald Reagan Park in July and August
features bands playing some of music’s greatest memories from the 1970s, 1980s and
beyond.
Or grab the lawn chairs and popcorn for free summer movie nights, including a showing
of “Frozen” at Twila Reid Park in August as part of Disneyland Resort’s summer movie
nights in Anaheim.
In early August, more than a dozen contemporary Latin American artists come to the
Muzeo Museum and Cultural Center in downtown Anaheim.
“Deconstructing Liberty: A Destiny Manifested” features artists from Mexico, Cuba,
Argentina, Brazil and others.
The exhibit is part of “Pacific Standard Time: LA/LA,” an exploration of Latin American
art by the Getty Center.

It's mosquito season, take precautions

With warmer weather, some unwanted guests are bound to show up at your barbecue
or outdoor concert.
The recent wet winter will bring even more mosquitoes out this year.
Mosquito bites are annoying, but worse, they can spread diseases such as West Nile
virus.
But there are several easy steps you can take to keep you and your family safe:
o
o
o

Get rid of standing water in flower pots, old tires and other places around your house.
Make sure screens on windows and doors don’t have holes.
Wear mosquito repellent when outside.
Orange County Mosquito and Vector Control also needs your help to stop the spread of
disease and mosquito breeding. The agency asks residents to:

o
o

Report unmaintained or green pools to authorities.
Report dead birds, which can be a sign of West Nile or other diseases.
For more, visit OCVector.org.

A better Twila Reid Park

Good things keep happening at Twila Reid Park.
The 27-acre park in the heart of west Anaheim is getting two new pedestrian bridges to
go with a new picnic shelter and tables, barbecue grills and a resurfaced parking lot.
The $317,000 in upgrades is part of Anaheim’s parks refresh project, which is also
bringing improvements to Ronald Reagan, Pelanconi and Peralta parks.
At Twila Reid Park, two wood and metal bridges are being installed over a drainage
canal to replace older, worn bridges.
The project also includes the installation of river rock and landscaping to discourage
access to the canal. The improvements are set to be done this summer.
Earlier this year, we installed a new picnic shelter roof and 19 tables were at Twila Reid.
And, this spring, new barbecue grills were installed.
Twila Reid is one of Anaheim’s most enduring parks.
Opened in 1965, it features disc golf course, an activities center, play areas, horseshoe
pits, softball fields, pickleball courts and restrooms.
The park is named for Twila G. Reid, the first female school superintendent in California
who worked for 37 years at the Savanna Elementary School District.

Anaheim students 'choose kind'

“Choose kind.”
These are words to live by at Baden-Powell Elementary School in west Anaheim.
The phrase is short for “when given the choice between being right or being kind,
choose kind” from the children’s novel “Wonder” by R.J. Palacio.
In 2016, when the Disneyland Resort announced the Happiest Class on Earth program
to encourage Anaheim sixth-graders to make a difference in their community, the kids of
Baden-Powell sprang into action.
They sold Choose Kind T-shirts, “kindness grams” that could be sent to friends and
erasers in the shape of emojis.
In all, they raised about $1,600.
Then it came time to figure out what to do with the money. Supporting soldiers?
Veterans? Animal shelters?
With so many good causes, there was no clear answer. Then the kids headed off to
camp at the San Gorgonio Outdoor Science School near Big Bear Lake.
They had a great time up in the mountains. But one student, Delilah, is in a wheelchair
with limited mobility. She took part in much of the fun, but there were some things she
and her aide couldn’t do in the mountain terrain.

The students had found their cause — buying an all-terrain wheelchair so that Delilah
and other students like her could enjoy more of the camp experience.
The kids and school leaders are now working on buying that all-terrain wheelchair and
leaving it at San Gorgonio Outdoor Science School year round.

Get your home ready for summer

Is your home ready for summer?
With high temps just around the corner, it’s time to start thinking about how to lower
your electric bills.
Anaheim Public Utilities offers four easy ways to improve your home’s efficiency and
keep your bill low:

o

Schedule a home utility check-up to find ways to make your home more efficient.
Perform a tune-up on your air conditioner.
Upgrade to an energy-saving appliance and earn a rebate.

o

Recycle your old refrigerator or freezer.

o
o

Find more tips at Anaheim.net/3370/Ways-to-Save-Energy.

