Fireworks for a cause

Barbecues, fireworks and neighborhood gatherings make the Fourth of July a special
summertime tradition.
And those fun traditions can also benefit schools and groups in our community with Anaheim's
annual fireworks sales fundraiser.
And, believe it or not, it’s already time for Anaheim nonprofits to start thinking about applying for
this year’s program.
The city is offering fireworks sales permits to all eight Anaheim high schools and eight Anaheim
nonprofits. The nonprofits will be selected through a lottery drawing in early May.
Nonprofits that have served our community for more than three years can apply for a chance to
host a fireworks stand this year.
Here's what you need to apply:




A proposed staffing plan
Proof of tax-exempt status
List of organization officers and their addresses




Brief statement explaining how you benefit the community
Signature of authorized officer verifying information in the application

Applications for the lottery are available online and are due to the City Clerk’s office by April 20
at 5 p.m.
The lottery drawing will take place on May 3 at 5 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall. The
eight nonprofits selected can then submit their application for a sales permit from the city.
We’ve made it easy to apply with a helpful application and frequently asked questions
at Anaheim.net/fireworks.
Questions? Call (714) 765-4610 or email fireworks@anaheim.net.

Yee haw! It's barbecue time

Enjoy delicious food, fun entertainment and party with your neighbors at the West Anaheim
Neighborhood Development Council’s 22nd annual Western BBQ on April 21 at Maxwell Park.
This year the annual event is at a new park and time.
The barbecue features food booths, live entertainment, a raffle, free cake and activities for the
whole family.
Children’s activities include pony rides, games, animals, Anaheim Public Library’s Bookmobile,
a reptile show and more.
Adults can enjoy the classic car show, horseshoe games, community resources and shopping at
a variety of craft booths and vendors.
The day’s entertainment will include performances from local school groups and demonstrations
by the Anaheim Police Department, along with other stage performances.

Admission is free and all are welcome.
WAND Annual BBQ:





When: Saturday, April 21
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Maxwell Park, 2655 W. Orange Ave.
More: Wandbbq.org

Fiesta time

Celebrate Mexican culture with music, food and family fun at the annual Anaheim Cinco de
Mayo Fiesta and Carnival May 3-6.
The fun kicks off on Thursday night with the Cinco de Mayo Carnival. Get a special half-price
ride wristband, only available on the first day — just $15 for unlimited rides.
The carnival continues through Sunday, offering the regular price $30 ride wristband as well as
a host of fun rides and games. You can also buy tickets for individual rides.
Enjoy a taste of Hispanic culture with food, entertainment and more at the fiesta, which kicks off
Friday night with “Cinco’s Got Talent,” where Anaheim’s most talented performers can compete
for a cash prize.

On Saturday, check out the ballet folklorico competition, and on Saturday and Sunday see the
annual soccer tournament. And enjoy performances in music and dance throughout the
weekend with artists such as William Garza, Kumbia Klan, Felipe Orozco and Gustavo Rivera.
Entrance to the event is free.
Anaheim Cinco de Mayo Fiesta and Carnival:








When: Thursday, May 3, through Sunday, May 6
Carnival hours: 5 p.m.-10 p.m. Thursday; 5-11 p.m. Friday, noon-11 p.m. Saturday and
noon-10 p.m. Sunday
Fiesta hours: Noon-8 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
Cinco's Got Talent: 6-8 p.m. Friday
Ballet Folklorico Competition: 9 a.m.-noon Saturday
Where: La Palma Park, 1151 N. La Palma Parkway
More: Anaheimcinco.org or call (714) 581-6001

Run for 'The Fighting 13th'

Run or walk in support of the “The Fighting 13th” in the annual Semper 5K & 10K race on May
19 along the Santa Ana River Trail.
The annual race is sponsored by the Anaheim 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit Adoption
Committee, and proceeds go to support the men and women who fight for our country as part of
the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit.
Those 10 and younger can take part in a Kid's Fun Run, and everyone can join in a patriotic
costume contest.

Marines and Sailors from the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit will be running alongside race
participants.
In 2007, the Anaheim City Council adopted the unit to show support for our military. Community
volunteers hold fundraisers throughout the year to support the 13th.
Known as the "Fighting 13th," the Camp Pendleton-based unit conducts a variety of military
operations, including amphibious assaults, recovery of aircraft and personnel, peacekeeping,
electronic warfare and anti-terrorism efforts.
For more on the Semper 5K & 10K, visit Semper5k.org. For more on the Anaheim Marine
Adoption Committee, click here.

Our next flag

Anaheim is redesigning our city flag and you can help.
From now through April 20, we’re seeking designs from residents and those who work in
Anaheim as part of the Our Next Flag program.
Our current flag was adopted in 1967 to fly at Angel Stadium of Anaheim as well as the
Anaheim Convention Center, which both opened that year.
Our flag’s creation was more out of necessity than inspiration. In fact, Anaheim’s flag has taken
some good-natured ribbing for its use of our city seal and lettering — both party fouls when it
comes to good flag design.
So if you’d like your design to be considered, follow the five basics of good flag design:






Keep it simple
Use meaningful symbolism
Use two to three basic colors
No lettering or seals
Be distinctive or relate to other good flags

You can find out more about good flag design at Anaheim.net/flag.
You’ll also find a TED Talk video on city flags with a lot of great tips on designing a good flag.
(Watch for some unceremonious calling out of Anaheim’s current flag!).

You also can submit your flag design at the website. You can submit more than one if you have
multiple good designs.
Finalist designs will be selected by us for presentation to a subcommittee of our City Council.
Subcommittee members then will select a finalist for consideration by our entire Council.
There’s no guarantee your design will be considered or selected, but if you’ve got a good design
we want to see it!
Just maybe, your flag design could be the one that represents Anaheim for years to come.

Free shade

We’re heading into the warmer months, and Anaheim Public Utilities has got you covered when
it comes to staying cool.
Did you know that you can get up to six free shade trees for your yard? There are more than 40
types of trees to choose from.
These trees will help you keep your home cooler, reducing energy costs and making the
summer more bearable.
Shade trees can cut your air conditioning needs by up to 40 percent, plus they’re the perfect
canopy for lounging on a spring day.
And this spring, you can get even more. We’re offering a bonus aftercare kit, that includes tools
and resources to help you care for your tree.
The kid includes a bucket, mulch, pruning shears, gloves, tree trunk protectors, stakes and tree
ties and a helpful guide to keeping up your yard.
To take part in our TreePower program, just call (714) 491-8733.

Anaheim's poet laureate

Grant Hier, a west Anaheim resident with long family ties to our city, is Anaheim’s inaugural poet
laureate and literary ambassador.
For the next two years, he’ll work to better connect our community through poetry and great
writing.
“The best poetry shows us who we are,” said Hier, a creative writing professor at Laguna
College of Art + Design and award-winning author. “It broadens our perspective. It shows us
how other people think and live and how much we have in common. And that builds compassion
and community.”
The poet laureate program is part of Anaheim’s celebration and promotion of the arts and
culture.
Hier will share his love of poetry with Anaheim through public readings, library events,
community gatherings and social media.
He’ll kick things off in April for National Poetry Month, with events throughout the month at
Central Library, Haskett Library and out in the community with the Bookmobile.
Hier is author of “Untended Garden (Histories and Reinhabitation in Suburbia)” a Prize
Americana-winning book that explores the history and culture of Southern California in one long
poem.
His favorite poem? “Song of Myself” by American great Walt Whitman.
“I love it for its all-inclusiveness and tremendous heart,” Hier said.
Poetry is alive and well, even in the era of social media, according to Hier.

“Poetry has never been so popular! How great is it to be able to say that?” he said. “There are
massively popular Instagram poets — young poets who have built a huge following simply by
posting lines on Instagram.”
They include Canada’s Rupi Kaur, New Zealand’s Lang Leav and Brooklyn’s Jenny Zhang.
Hier has deep Anaheim roots. He lives in a Cinderella house, a type of ranch-style design with
decorative gingerbread trim common in west Anaheim. The house has been his family home for
generations.
“I’m honored to be able to share my love of poetry with the city I live in and love,” Hier said.
Follow Hier on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter for updates and more.
More at Anaheim.net/poet.

Get cash for college

One lucky Anaheim high school senior will get $3,000 for college, thanks to a scholarship from
Anaheim Public Utilities.
Students interested in careers in engineering, environmental science, sustainability or other
utility-related fields are welcome to apply.
The winning student will also have the chance to learn more about the utilities industry by
participating in an optional six-week summer internship with Anaheim Public Utilities.
To enter, students must submit an application and write a short essay about their future goals in
environmental science, renewable energy or engineering.
The deadline to apply is April 15. For more, visit Anaheim.net/utilities.

