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Victorian-Era Architecture
Chapter Overview
This Architectural Style Guide is a reference tool for owners and managers of historic
Victorian-Era buildings. You can use this document to identify the features and materials
that define your building’s historic character. In cases where you wish to make changes
to your building, this guide will help you determine compatible features and materials.
This guide supplements the Citywide Historic Preservation Plan (2010) by providing more
detailed information specific to the preservation of Anaheim’s Victorian-Era properties.
This guide focuses specifically on more modest, vernacular examples of Victorian-Era
architecture, which are much more common in Anaheim than the “high styles” of the period
(See Historical Background for more information).
It should be noted that the information described herein is meant to provide general
guidance regarding the appropriate treatment of Victorian-Era buildings. Owners should
consult with the City on applicable planning and zoning requirements before making any
changes to their historic properties.
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Historical Background
The term “Victorian” refers to the historic period during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
A range of architectural styles emerged during the Victorian Era, made possible by the
industrialization of building materials (i.e. light weight wood framing, wire nails, and massproduced doors, windows, and decorative detailing), which were then shipped by railroad
across the country. Victorian-Era architecture was influenced by Medieval English and classical
precedents and included styles such as Second Empire, Richardsonian Romanesque, Stick,
and Queen Anne. Early, elaborate examples were typically designed by professionally trained
architects and builders and are referred to as “high style”. As these new architectural types
gained popularity, more modest examples emerged in cities across the country, including in
Anaheim. They were simpler in form than their earlier Victorian-Era counterparts and were
constructed by local builders and/or homeowners. These more modest, vernacular buildings are
sometimes referred to as Transitional because they usually combined a few decorative details
from earlier “high style” examples, particularly from the Stick and Queen Anne styles, with
elements of the future Arts and Crafts movement, which proliferated in the following decades.
Victorian-Era architecture remained popular until the rise of the Arts and Crafts Movement and
widespread use of Craftsman architecture in the early 1900s.1
While a few “high style” examples of Queen Anne architecture exist in Anaheim, including the
Cahen-Clendenen House (900 E. Cypress Street; below left) and the Woelke-Stoffel House (400
N. West Street; below right), the majority of houses constructed in the city during this period
were vernacular in appearance. Most examples of Victorian-Era buildings are within the Anaheim
Colony Historic District, which represents the original 1857 boundaries of the community.
Victorian-Era houses outside of the Colony are typically historically associated with the city’s early
agricultural development.

Examples of Queen Anne architecture in Anaheim. The Queen Anne style inspired the creation of more
modest Victorian-Era buildings.
1 Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding America’s
Domestic Architecture (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2013), 238.
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Character-Defining Features
•

Typically one or one-and-a-half stories,
but sometimes two stories in height

•

Wood clapboard siding, sometimes
decorative wood accent shingles (See Page 5)

•

Simple rectangular or L-shaped plans

•

•

Cross gable or hipped roofs, sometimes a
combination of both (See Pages 3, 4)

Wood front doors, typically paneled (See
Page 8)

•

•

Wood shingle or composition shingle
roofing (See Page 4)

Double-hung and fixed wood windows (See
Page 9)

•

•

Roof dormers and boxed eaves on hipped
roof versions (See Pages 4, 6)

•

Brick chimneys (See Page 6)

Stick and/or Queen Anne architectural
detailing, including decorative shingles,
spindlework, and carved brackets (See Pages
5, 11)

•

Partial or full-width porches with turned
posts or columns (See Page 7)

•

Classical detailing such as columns and eave
returns (See Page 11)

Hipped roof with
boxed eaves and
brackets

Dormer

Brick
chimney

Wood or
composition
shingle roofing

One story
(sometimes
one-and-ahalf or two
stories) in
height

Fixed wood window
with multi-light
transom

Wood
clapboard
wall cladding

Wood paneled
front door

Partial-width
porch with
turned posts
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Additional Examples of the Style
Cross-Gable Roof

Partial-width porch

Partial-width porch

Hipped Roof

Full-width porch

Entrance stoop

Combination Gable and Hipped Roof

Entrance stoop

Partial-width porch
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Roofs
Common Roof Types

Cross-gable

Hipped

Combination gable and
hipped

Common Roof Features
Spindlework
(decoratively
carved trim)

Boxed
eaves

Brackets

Pent roof

Roofing

Wood shingle roofing laid in a traditional, overlapping
pattern

Composition shingle roofing laid in a traditional,
overlapping pattern
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Cladding and Foundations
Cladding
Victorian-Era buildings are most often clad in narrow wood clapboard siding. Some buildings have
decorative wood shingles used as accent cladding.

Wood clapboard siding

Plain

Wood shingle siding

Diamond

Variegated

Wood clapboard
siding profile
(dimensions and
overlap vary)
Fishscale

Octagonal

Foundations
The foundation walls of Victorian-Era buildings are typically covered in wood clapboard matching
the rest of the building exterior, or they may have an exposed concrete or brick foundation.

Concrete foundation painted to match the
wood siding

Wood clapboard foundation wall matching
the rest of the building exterior
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Chimneys and Dormers
Chimneys
Victorian-Era buildings do not always have chimneys. If they do, the chimney is typically at the
interior and made of brick.

Dormers
When present, Victorian-Era dormers (small volumes that project vertically from a sloping roof)
are often located on the front façade and at the center of the roof. Dormers may have louvered
vents and/or windows, sometimes with decorative glass.

Dormer with louvered vents

Dormer with windows

Dormer with louvered vents
and windows
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Entrances
Common Entrance Types

Partial-width porch

Partial-width porch

Full-width porch

Full-width porch

Wraparound porch

Wraparound porch
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Doors
Common Door Types
Victorian-Era door
features:
•
•

Lintel

•

Glazing
(glass)
Dentil
moulding

•
•

Simple metal
hardware

Made of wood
Sometimes partially
glazed
Simple metal
hardware (may be
iron or lighter metal
such as bronze or
brass)
Often have paneling
Typically have simple
wood surrounds

Paneling

Lintel

Partially
glazed
Simple metal
hardware

Paneling

Compatible wood
screen door
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Windows
Common Window Types
Victorian-Era window features:
•
•
•

Muntins
(which
create
divided
lights)

Always made of wood
Often double-hung and/or fixed
with simple wood surrounds
Fixed windows often have multilight transoms
Horns
One-over-one (single-light)
double-hung window

Transom

Two-over-one double-hung
window

Lintel
Large pane
of glass
surrounded
by smaller
panes

Tripartite window
(three windows with larger center window)

Fixed window
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Awnings, Window Screens, and Exterior Lighting
Awnings and Window Screens
Wood-framed
screen

Awnings should be
made of fabric and in
a traditional triangular
shape.

Window screen frames
should be wood.

Exterior Lighting
Traditional, modest-sized lantern type fixtures in a light or dark metal finish are appropriate for
Victorian-Era buildings.

Hanging light above
front door

Ceiling-mounted light
next to front door

Wall-mounted light
next to front door

Wall-mounted light
next to front door
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Decorative Elements
Common Decorative Elements

Spindlework (decoratively carved trim) and wood
shingles in gable ends

Decoratively carved brackets at corner windows

Decoratively carved brackets below eaves

Jigsaw millwork
(decoratively cut wood) at
porches

Turned balusters at
porches

Decorative
brackets

Turned post
Turned
balusters

Turned posts with decorative brackets and
millwork

Classical column porch supports

City of Anaheim Architectural Style Guide I 11

Victorian-Era Architecture
Paint Color Schemes
Victorian-Era houses may have elaborate color schemes, often with three or more colors.
Schemes may include a wide range of colors, such as blue, pink, purple, green, and yellow, as well
as different shades of the same hue.
Cladding color

Accent color

Accent color

117 S. Kroeger Street
**Please visit the Anaheim Heritage Center for more information on style-appropriate paint
color schemes. Contact (714) 765-6453 to schedule an appointment.**
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Garages
Garage Design and Location
Victorian-Era houses did not originally have garages, but a garage may have been added later.
When garages are present, they are detached and located at the rear of the property. The
majority of Victorian-Era house garages in Anaheim are accessed by an alley rather than a
driveway.
Rear garage
accessed by
alley

Front of
house

198 N. Vintage Lane

Garage Doors
The garage doors of Victorian-Era houses may be paired wood doors, with cross-bracing or
panels. Doors may be unglazed or partially glazed (with glass) and hinged or sliding.

Sliding doors

Paired hinged doors with paneling

Hinged doors with crossbracing
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Fences and Gates
Fences
Victorian-Era houses did not typically have front yard fences, and fences are generally
discouraged. However, if a fence is necessary and/or desired, it may be stained or painted wood,
or dark iron that is compatible with the design of the building. Other fence materials are typically
not appropriate/recommended. Front yard fences should be kept low and should not obscure
visibility of the house.

Front yard fence, painted wood

Side yard fence, stained wood

Historically appropriate dark iron
fence

Gates
Victorian-Era houses did not usually have gates. However, if a driveway or side gate is necessary
and/or desired, it may be stained or painted wood, or dark iron, and match any existing
(historically compatible) fencing that is visible on the property.

Side yard gate, stained wood

Driveway gate, painted wood

Side yard gate, painted wood
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Victorian-Era Architecture
Additions and Accessory Dwelling Units
Additions and Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) (either attached or detached) should be placed
near the rear of the property to minimize their overall visual impact on the building from the
public right-of-way (sidewalk/street). New additions or related new construction should be
differentiated from the original, but compatible with the historic size, scale, proportion, features,
and materials of the house.

Additions

Front of
house

Addition

Example of a historically compatible rear addition. The addition (circled) is not visible from the primary façade
and is compatible with the historic house.

Accessory Dwelling Units
If an existing historic garage is being converted into an ADU, the garage should:
•

Retain its overall massing and design features.

•

If the garage is accessed by an alley, and thus not visible from the street, the garage doors may
be replaced with a new door assembly or fixed in place to accommodate its new function as a
dwelling unit.

•

If adding onto the garage, the addition should not be visible from the public right-of-way.
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Contact Information
Anaheim Planning and Building Department
200 S. Anaheim Blvd., Suite 162
Anaheim, CA 92805
www.Anaheim.net/HistoricPreservation
Christine Nguyen, Associate Planner
HPreservation@anaheim.net
(714) 765-4942

