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2021-2029 Housing Element Update
Fact Sheet and Frequently Asked Questions
The City of Anaheim is in the process of updating the 2021-2029 Housing Element. This Fact Sheet answers commonly
asked questions and provides information about the update process.
WHAT IS A HOUSING ELEMENT?
The Housing Element is one of the required elements of the City of Anaheim’s General Plan. The Housing Element
provides policies, programs, and actions that support and encourage housing growth at all income levels.
HOUSING ELEMENT FEATURES:
• Population and housing analysis for Anaheim
• Evaluation of constraints to housing and identifying
potential resources for housing development
• Evaluation of 201-2021 Housing Element programs
and policies for effectiveness and appropriateness
• Analysis of potential housing sites that can accommodate
Anaheim’s existing and anticipated housing needs
• Policies, programs, and quantified objectives for the
2021-2029 planning period
WHAT IS THE REGIONAL HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT (RHNA) PROCESS?
The RHNA process is mandated by state law. The RHNA process identifies the number of housing units in different
income categories that Anaheim must plan for to accommodate a portion of the region’s existing and projected
housing need during a specified period of time. The RHNA allocation is determined by the State Department
of Housing and Community Development (HCD) and distributed by the Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG) for each city in the Southern California region. For the 2021-2029 Planning Period, the City of
Anaheim is allocated 17,453 housing units. The RHNA allocation is divided into various income categories and the
Housing Element must identify sites to accommodate this estimated growth.
2021 - 2029 CITY OF ANAHEIM RHNA HOUSING NEEDS ALLOCATION
% of Area Median
RHNA Allocation
Income Category
Income Range*
Income (AMI)
(Housing Units)
Min.
Max.
Very Low Income
Low Income
Moderate Income
Above Moderate Income

0-50%
51-80%
81-120%
>120%

-$52,501
$83,401
$133,901

$51,500
$82,400
$133,900
-Total

3,767 units
2,397 units
2,945 units
8,344 units
17,453 units

*Income range is based on the 2020 HUD Area Median Income (AMI) for Orange County of $103,000 for a family of 4.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q: Will there be more opportunities for participation?
A: Yes! The City has released a survey, available in English and Spanish. The survey will remain available through
May 2021; it is available on the City’s webpage (linked below). Additionally, the City has monthly Housing
Element Update Committee Meetings where public participation is welcomed. The City is also planning
an additional public meeting in late spring *OGPSNBUJPOPOQVCMJD outreach opportunities can be found on
the City’s website, here: www.anaheim.net/5848/2021-2029-Housing-Element-Update.
Q: Are the RHNA numbers final? How will the City accommodate the RHNA allocation?
A: Yes, the RHNA numbers were finalized by SCAG on March 4, 2021 and approved by HCD on March 22, 2021. The
City plans to take a holistic and comprehensive analysis approach to accommodating the RHNA. This includes,
but is not limited to, analyzing vacant parcels, opportunities for redevelopment, and considering Accessory
Dwelling Unit production. The adequate sites strategy is guided by Assembly Bill 1397, and the City will pair the
analysis with appropriate programs and policies.
Q: Has the City already identified areas to accommodate the RHNA?
A: The City is in the process of collecting data and analyzing opportunity areas. No determinations have been
made as the City will continue to facilitate discussion and gather feedback from the community. Additionally,
it is important to note that the sites analysis process is to identify areas of opportunity for housing and provide
channels for the market to build it.
Q: How does the City determine how many unhoused people to plan for?
A: In considering its unhoused population, the City of Anaheim conducts its own point in time count. Additional
resources and information regarding unhoused persons in Anaheim is available here: www.anaheim.net/4991/
Addressing-Homelessness. Additional data used by the City includes the US Census, the American Community
Survey Estimates, U.S. Department of Finance Data, Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
Consolidated Planning/Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) data, and more.
Q: What happens when a City is not meeting the RHNA need for a current cycle?
A: For cities that are not meeting the RHNA need to date, Senate Bill 35 requires streamlined housing
approval for specific projects. HCD tracks city building permits through the Annual Progress Report (APR)
submitted to the state each year. Currently, the City of Anaheim is subject to SB 35 streamlining for
proposed developments with ≥ 50% affordability.
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