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Waste-free
gift wrap ideas!

Y

ou’ve made your list and checked it twice.
You’ve shopped, baked and crafted. Now
it’s time to wrap. Before you head to the store
for an armload of wrapping paper and a bag of
bows, try these waste-free gift wrap ideas:

Reuse bags, tissue paper, boxes, bows, tags and wrapping paper saved from
past holidays.
Pack edible treats in reusable tins or plastic tubs.
Create a scavenger hunt, placing clues throughout your home that lead to
a hidden, unwrapped gift.
Repurpose old maps and atlases for a travel-themed gift, sheet music for
a music lover’s treasure, or calendar pages for tickets to an event or venue.
Put the gift in a gift. You might wrap kitchen utensils in a colorful dishtowel
or drop a gift card inside a reusable travel mug.
Place unwrapped gifts in a reusable shopping bag and then tie it shut
with a colorful scarf.

Christmas tree collection

C

hristmas trees will be picked up starting Monday, Dec. 27
through Friday, Jan. 7 on your regular trash collection day.
Place your tree next to — not in front of — your containers. If your
tree is more than 6-feet tall, please cut in half and remove all
tinsel, ornaments, and tree stands. You can recycle your Christmas
tree by cutting it into small pieces and placing it in your brown
yard waste container, or you can add it to your compost bin. Go to
Anaheim.net/Recycle for more information.
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Reduce your holiday
budget and stress
with thoughtful,
eco-friendly gifts

W

ould you like to make
your holiday season a

little less stressful and turn it a
brighter shade of green? Would
you like a season that focuses
more on people than stuff?

Here are some ideas to mix, match, and make your own:
Make a list and plan ahead: write down the names of people on your
		 gifting list along with gift ideas, clothing sizes or other useful details.
Now is the time to have conversations with friends and family members
if you want to change your gift giving traditions this year.
Create a realistic budget: decide how much you want to spend on holiday
travel, activities and giving. This will help you determine what you can spend
on gifts for the people on your list.
Remember your bags: reusable shopping bags aren’t just for groceries.
Use them for all your holiday shopping.
Make unique, homemade gifts: share your passion for baking
or showcase your creative skills with homemade food or handcrafted items.
It can even be as simple as filming a child’s holiday performance and sending
it to a relative. The options are endless!
Give experiences: is anyone on your gift list a sports fan or arts enthusiast?
Give tickets to a game or performance, a movie gift card, a museum or zoo
membership, or park passes.
Give the gift of your time: volunteering our time is one of the best gifts
we can offer. It generally requires no money yet yields the greatest return.
Find opportunities at Anaheim.net/Volunteer.

Remember … it’s the thought that counts!

Say bye-bye
to bulky items!

I

f you’re making plans this winter to
part ways with large items, such as
couches, old appliances, or electronics, we can help haul it away for you.
Did you know the city of Anaheim
provides residents with a free bulky
item pickup service? Your household
may dispose of up to 20 items, three
times a year.
Follow these steps to schedule
your next pick up:
1

Make a list of items that you have
for pickup, such as furniture, stoves,
water heaters, refrigerators, or tables

2

Call Republic Services Customer Service
at (714) 238–2444 to schedule an
appointment

3

Place items out for pickup by no later than
7 a.m. on the scheduled collection day

Need to dispose of a mattress? OC
Waste & Recycling and the Mattress
Recycling Council have partnered
to offer several convenient options
through their Bye Bye Mattress
Program. For more information, visit
OCLandfills.com/Mattress.

Do you know your plastic
recycling numbers?
What are SPI codes?

T

he Society of the Plastics Industries (SPI) developed the SPI
resin identification coding system to identify the polymer

in plastics for recycling. The term polymer refers to the type of
plastic with a wide variety of properties.
Plastic containers that are recyclable are identified by a plastic SPI recycling number ranging from one to six. Remember, not all types of plastics can be recycled.
Therefore, it is critical to look for an SPI number from one to six inside the triangular
recycling symbol on the bottom or backside of a container and recycle these plastics.
As there are many benefits of recycling plastic, understanding the significance of
these numbers will help you check for them before purchasing any plastic product.
Below is additional information regarding the plastic recycling numbers, their symbol,
abbreviation, polymer name, current use and recycled options.
SPI #

1

Abbreviation

Polymer name

Found in

Recycled options

PETE or PET

Polyethylene
terephthalate

Soft drink, water,
mouthwash and glass
bottles, peanut butter,
vegetable oil, and salad
dressing containers

Furniture, tote bags,
paneling, straps, fibers,
polar fleece

HDPE

High-density
polyethylene

Bottles of detergents,
shampoo, motor oil,
bleach, milk jugs, juice,
yogurt, butter, and
cereal boxes

Pens, containers,
floor tiles, dog houses,
tables, fencing,
benches, oil bottles,
drainage pipe

PVC or V

Polyvinyl
chloride

Bottles of detergent,
shampoo, cooking oil,
window cleaner, food
packaging, windows, piping,
medical equipment,
wire jacketing

Paneling, decks,
roadway gutters,
cables, speed bumps,
flooring

LDPE

Low density
polyethylene

Frozen food packaging,
bread, shopping bags,
furniture, clothing,
carpets

Trash cans and liners,
paneling, lumber,
shipping envelopes,
compost bins,
floor tiles

Signal lights, brushes,
brooms, ice scrapers,
racks, bins, trays,
battery cables

Switch plates, vents,
rulers, insulation,
foam packaging

PETE

2

HDPE

Stay safe on trash
collection day

W

ith more people back out
shopping this season, please
remember to stay alert and slow
down around recycling and waste
trucks in the community.
Simple steps to keep you and our
workers safe:
Slow down and stop, if necessary,
to allow workers to do their jobs safely
Check for traffic approaching from the
opposite direction and always look out
for workers before attempting to pass
a truck
Avoid distractions like texting, talking on the phone, adjusting your
entertainment system or other distractions while driving near a truck.

3
V

4

LDPE

5

PP

Polypropylene

Syrup bottles, caps,
straws, ketchup bottles,
medicine bottles,
yogurt containers

6

PS

Polystyrene

Aspirin bottles, compact
disc cases, disposable plates
and cups, meat trays,
carry out containers

PP

PS

REPUBLIC SERVICES GUIDELINES FOR RECYCLING SMARTER
Recycling: Simple as 1-2-3
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RecyclingSimplified.com

Got leftovers?
How to eat well,
waste less and
save money

Don’t “FOG” your drain
No Fats, Oils, or Grease down the drain

D

uring the holidays and throughout the year it is important
to properly dispose of fats, oils and grease.

FOG is the acronym for Fats, cooking Oils and Grease. When these materials are
dumped or washed down a sink they can block pipes in your home, causing a costly
repair. In addition, FOG can also block city sewer pipes causing sewage to overflow
into storm drains that empty into our beaches. If sewage reaches our beaches, it can
lead to beach closures for health and safety reasons.

Follow these easy steps
to say NO to FOG
DO NOT wash fats, oils, or grease down the sink or garbage disposal.
Before washing, scrape or wipe pots, pans and dishes with a paper towel,
and dispose of it in the trash.
Allow hot grease poured from pans
to harden in a cup or container on
the stove or in the refrigerator or
freezer. Once hardened, scoop the
solid fats, oils, or grease onto a
newspaper or other paper product
and dispose of it in the trash.
Use a grease can and plastic liners to collect your excess fats, oils and grease.
Cool fats, oils and grease in a grease can and add absorbent material like paper
towels, kitty litter, or coffee grounds. Once full, remove and tightly secure the
plastic liner placing it in your trash container.
Take large amounts of fats, oils and grease to:
Orange County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Center
1071 N. Blue Gum Street • Anaheim, CA 92806
Please call (714) 834-4000 for hours of operation or visit OCLandfills.com

I

n the United States, roughly 40
percent of all food goes to waste.
That waste costs a family of four
about $1,500 each year and results
in nearly 3 pounds of trash every
day. At home, you can reduce your
food waste by using the 3 Rs —
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle:
Store leftovers in the refrigerator or freezer.
Search for recipes that utilize holiday or
everyday leftovers! Shop your own fridge
and pantry. Look for items you need to use
up and then search online for recipes that
require them. You might even discover
a new family favorite.

Mark one refrigerator shelf as the “eat first”
section and put leftovers and items nearing
their best-by dates there.
Freeze food for future use. If you bought
too many carrots, chop and freeze them.
They’ll be ready to toss into a soup at
a later time. Green peppers and onions
can be chopped, frozen and pulled out
to add to meatloaf or an omelet.

Create your own vegetable stock. Toss scraps
from onions, carrots, or other vegetables
and aging spices into a pot of water and
let it simmer. Cool and freeze the stock
for later use.
Learn to make jams and jellies and
homemade salsa to use up extra fruits
and vegetables.

Compost your food scraps. You can compost
fruit and vegetable scraps, as well as bread,
pasta, grains, coffee grounds and tea bags
in your backyard compost bin or pile. Bury
the food about 10 inches below the surface
to discourage unwanted pests. You can also
compost food scraps in a vermicompost
(worm composting) bin indoors or an inground food composter outdoors.

Cut the coupon and bring it with you when you come and pick up your FREE Kit

FREE!

DIY OIL CHANGE KIT
A $20.00 Value

Holiday collection schedule
If your regular collection day falls on or after
one of these holidays, your trash, recycling and
green waste will be picked up one day late.
Holiday

Date

Residential status

DIY has been all the rage this past year, from gardening, canning, sewing, crafting, and changing your own
motor oil. The City of Anaheim has 31 certified used oil collection centers that will accept your used motor oil and filters
for FREE recycling. Call (714) 765-4154 for a location near you.

Thanksgiving Day

Thursday, 11/25/21

One day delay

Christmas Day

Saturday, 12/25/21

NO IMPACT

New Year’s Day

Saturday, 1/1/22

NO IMPACT

Anaheim Fire & Rescue has an oil change kit that will help you get started with your DIY car project. Each DIY oil change kit
includes a 15 quart used oil container, 5 shop rags, and a used oil recycling information card. E-mail asolano@anaheim.net
to get your FREE $20.00 value kit. Offer limited to the first 300 Anaheim residents who e-mail with their name,
address & phone number. A reply e-mail from us will confirm you are one of the first 300 recipients.

Memorial Day

Monday, 5/30/22

One day delay

4th of July

Monday, 7/4/22

One day delay

Labor Day

Monday, 9/5/22

One day delay

Cut the coupon and bring it with you when you come and pick up your FREE Kit.

Thanksgiving Day

Thursday, 11/24/22

One day delay

Christmas Day
Observed

Monday, 12/26/22

One day delay

Kits will be dispersed from February – April, 100 per month. Offer valid only to households who did not participate in the Summer DIY Kit distribution.

City of Anaheim
Department of Public Works
400 E. Vermont Avenue
Anaheim, CA 92805
Anaheim.net/Recycle
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How to handle household
hazardous waste

A

fter cleaning and organizing the garage or underneath the sink, do you ever wonder what
to do with potentially hazardous leftover items?
Disposing of household hazardous waste can be as
easy as going to a drive-thru!

Republic Services

(Trash, recycling services)
• Bulky item pickup
• Public disposal center
• Container exchange or repair

(714) 238-2444
Anaheim.net/RepublicServices
Household Hazardous Waste
(714) 834-4000
Sanitation Billing
(Trash, Sewer, Street Sweeping)
(714) 765-6883
Storm Drains and Sewer
(714) 765-6903
Scavenging/Code Enforcement
(714) 765-5158
Anaheim Anytime
(714) 765-4311 or Dial 311
To request this brochure in an alternative
format, please call (714) 765-6883, or TTY
(714) 765-5125. The city prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national
origin in programs, services, and activities.

Orange County residents can take these items to
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Centers and
dispose of hazardous waste for free. Products that are
toxic, corrosive, ignitable, or reactive are welcome at
the collection centers. Whether dropping off paints,
cleaners and oils or e-waste including televisions,
tablets and computers, the drive-thru is a convenient
and responsible way to dispose of hazardous waste!

Help us
prevent
hot loads!

A

“hot load” is a
waste or trash
collection truck that
catches fire or ignites because hazardous waste
materials are improperly disposed of in carts
or bins and end up inside the truck. Hot loads
can potentially jeopardize the health and safety
of the driver, cause damage to the collection
truck, and create a dangerous condition in our
community.
Do not place these in your recycling
or waste containers:

The best location for Anaheim residents is 1071
N. Blue Gum Street. When you arrive at the drop-off
area, pop your trunk and trained staff will collect
your unwanted items for disposal. It is that easy!

Hot ashes (hot coals and/or wood). Contact Republic
Services to develop a safe disposal plan for ashes

The no-cost service also comes with a perk — a FREE
battery recycling bucket while supplies last.

Auto batteries or rechargeable NiCad or Lithium batteries

Motor oil, gasoline, antifreeze, or kerosene
Paint, varnish, pesticides, or other household chemicals
Cleaning products that contain acid or lye

THE ORANGE COUNTY HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION CENTER
Open Tuesdays — Saturdays: 9am to 3 pm n Closed on major holidays and during rainy weather
OCLandfills.com/Household-Hazardous-Waste

