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Japanese
pioneers

Expanding liquor
sales part of dealing
with budget crisis
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Few of the community of Japanese who lived
in the Yakima Valley returned after internment
during World War II. Motokichi Hirahara’s family
did, though, and his great-granddaughter is telling
the family’s story through numerous artifacts she’s
donating to the Yakima Valley Museum.
By PHIL FEROLITO
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century ago, Motokichi
Hirahara left his home
on the southern coast
of Japan for the fertile
soil of the Lower Valley,
where he began growing
watermelons, cantaloupes and
vegetables near Wapato.
Nearly four decades later, in
1942, he would meet his end at
age 69 in an internment camp in a
remote part of Wyoming.
He and other Japanese were
among the first farmers on the
Yakama Indian reservation, where
they broke ground and put it into
production.
But their stories and
accomplishments remain mostly
absent from local museums and
historical references.
That’s because only a few of the
estimated 1,200 to 1,600 Japanese
who once lived in the Yakima Valley
came back after being interned in
faraway camps during World War II.
Anti-Japanese sentiment ran
high in the Valley, said Lon Inaba,
a grandson of one of the early

Japanese pioneers.
“They weren’t wanted,” he said.
“If your neighbors lobbied to get you
out of here, would you want to come
back?”
But the Hiraharas, as well as the
Inabas, were among a few families
that did.
Because they did, the Japanese
story is about to be told in more
detail.
Marking the 100th anniversary
of her great-grandfather’s arrival
and preserving her family’s legacy,
Patti Hirahara recently donated
countless artifacts of her family’s
migration and life in the Valley to
the Yakima Valley Museum.
There are portraits of her
grandparents, passports of her
great-grandparents, steamship
passes, land leases, pictures of the
defunct Pacific Hotel in Yakima that
her grandfather ran, and photos
and certificates noting the 50th
anniversary of the Yakima Buddhist
Church.
There are also Japanese ceramic
bowls painted with flowers, her
father’s lettered track sweater from
Washington State University, and a
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Patti Hirahara, reflected in
a photo of her father, Frank
Hirahara, is donating artifacts
and documents tracing her
family’s four generations in the
Yakima Valley to the Yakima
Valley Museum. The top photo
shows a red lacquer bowl
honoring the Yakima Japanese
Association’s 30th anniversary
in 1936, one of the artifacts
being donated.
1997 reunion book of the Heart
Mountain internment camp.
“I know this is what they would
want me to do,” she said of her
grandparents. “This will be the
start for the museum to have its
collection from the Japanese
pioneers.”
Until now, the museum only
had a few historical pictures of
unidentified Japanese, and a
videotaped interview and written
story of the Matsushita family, who
where among the larger Japanese
growers in the Lower Valley. They
grew hay, potatoes, and wheat just
north of Harrah.
“We’re very excited because it’s
a very large percentage of Yakima
Valley’s past,” said museum curator
Mike Siebol. “And for a museum, we
really need the objects to make that
connection.”
The exhibit should be on display
at the museum sometime next year,
said museum curator information
see JAPANESE page 5a
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Workers sort cherries from early-season harvest at Monson Fruit in
Selah on Friday.
members at Monson’s sprawling
packing and storage complex on
North Rushmore Road.
Growers are excited as well after

By MIKE DORnIng
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Obama
highlights
vital role
of fathers

a disappointing 2008 season that
saw widespread spring frost reduce

By DAVID LESTER
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WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama, who
barely knew his own father,
devoted the full power of
the presidential bully pulpit
on the eve of Father’s Day
weekend to promoting the
importance of being a good
dad, saying he wants to start
a “national conversation” on
the subject.
Obama spent Friday
afternoon on events related
to fatherhood, gathering
famous and not-so-famous
fathers for a series of service
projects around Washington
and a White House town hall
meeting, then addressing
young men on the South
Lawn.
He spoke in deeply personal terms of “the hole in a
child’s heart” left by an absent father and of the powerful influence his Kenyan
father exerted during the
only visit the senior Obama
made after he and Obama’s
mother had divorced. Obama
noted that during that visit
— when he was just 10 — his
father gave him his first
basketball and took him to
his first jazz concert, stirring
lifelong interests.
“Fathers are our first
teachers and coaches,
they’re our mentors and role
models, they set an example

Visiting importers get early look
at potential record cherry crop
SELAH — Cherry season is here
and Jacques Mayoc is ready.
The Brussels-based importer is
anxious to receive some Northwest
cherries to sell to his customers in
Belgium — part of what is expected
to be a potential record crop of
about 18 million boxes.
What the veteran importer saw
during a tour of the Yakima Valley
did nothing to change his outlook.
“Cherries are really popular.
It’s something you can’t buy all 12
months,” he said during a stop at
Monson Fruit Co. in Selah, where
packing has been going on all week.
“If the weather is good and the fruit
is at a nice price with high quality, it
will be outstanding.”
Northwest Cherry Growers,
representing producers in five
states, hosted buyers from France
and Belgium on the industrysponsored tour that wraps up today
in Chelan.
Mayoc provided his observations
during a luncheon for the nine tour

OLYMPIA — It’s as
predictable as a hangover:
In hard economic times,
governments reach for the
hard stuff, jacking up liquor
taxes and loosening “blue
laws” to siphon money from
America’s most ubiquitous
vice.
Booze prices are on
the rise from Kentucky to
Oregon, and lawmakers in
nine states have considered
tossing their prohibition
on Sunday liquor sales this
year. On the federal level, a
higher alcohol tax has been
mentioned as a possible
moneymaker for national
health care reform.
But in Washington
state, officials are going a
bit further. Staring down
a massive budget deficit,
the state Legislature
has uncorked one of the
country’s most aggressive
attempts to capitalize on
liquor sales.
The new steps, rolled
out over the next two years,
will transform the state’s
relatively straight-laced
monopoly on bottled booze
retail, including:
• An expansion of liquor
stores, either run by the
state or licensed to state
contractors. The plan will
add a new liquor store every

